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WELLSVILLE FIRST UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

 
God’s Love Grows Here... 

Through Worship, Bible Study 
and Service 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
79 MADISON STREET 

WELLSVILLE, NY 14895 
(585) 593-1860 

LOVEGROWS@WELLSVILLEUMC.ORG 
 

CHANGED SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 
 
 
 

 

        
 
 
 
 

                                                     Our Staff: 
         
      Pastor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Gregory DeSalvatore  
      Office Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mrs. Kim Smith 
      Traditional Music Dir. & Organist . . . . Ms. Joy Caldwell 
      Church Custodian. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Mary Brown 

  First United Methodist Church of Wellsville 
 

Combined Contemporary/Traditional Worship Service 
Sunday Mornings — 9:45 am 

 Hymn Sing 6:30 pm — Designated Sundays 
 

Phone (585) 593-1860 
Fax (585) 593-1889 

 

E-mail:  lovegrows@wellsvilleumc.org 
Web Page:  www.wellsvilleumc.org 

 
Serving Christ and Community 

Since 1852 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Thursday, February 8 — SPRT Meeting @ 7:00 PM   
 

Sunday, February 11 — Special Charge Conference following Worship Service 
 

Monday, February 12 — Team Meetings @ 6:15 PM 
        Admin. Council Meeting @ 7:30 PM 
 

Tuesday, February 13 — Pancake Supper @ 5:30 PM 
 

Wednesday, February 14 — Ash Wednesday Worship @ 6:30 PM 
 

Monday, February 19 — Office Closed for President’s Day Holiday 
 

Tuesday, February 20 — March Messenger Articles Due 
 

Wednesday, February 21 — Lenten Lunch @ 12 Noon; Naomi Circle @ 2:00 PM 
 

Sunday, February 25 — Hymn Sing @ 6:30 PM 
 

Wednesday, February 28 — Lenten Lunch @ 12 Noon   
 

WEEKLY STUDY GROUPS 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
 

Our Tuesday morning study group meets at 9:15 AM in the Welcome Room and is led by 
Joy Caldwell. We will begin a new study “Attributes of God” on February 13.  Books are 
not required, but if you would like to purchase one see Joy or Connie.  All women are  
invited! 
 
Men’s Bible Study  
 

Our Friday morning study group meets at 9 AM and is currently studying 1 Corinthians. 
Come and share in our fellowship.  Hot beverages, baked goods, conversation, questions, 
and a spirit-filled gathering awaits you each Friday morning at 9.  All men are invited! 
 
Wednesday Book Study 
 

Our Wednesday afternoon study group (book chat) meets at 3:30 PM in the Welcome 
Room.  We are currently reading “The Root of the Righteous” by A. W. Tozer.  Our next 
discussion of chapters 6-10 will be on February 7.  If you would like to join us, contact 
Elva Cornell or Joy Caldwell for a book.   



 

Pastor’s Newsletter — February 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So what is Lent you ask? 
Lent is a season of the Christian Year where Christians focus on simple living, 
prayer, and fasting in order to grow closer to God.  Lent is a time of repen-
tance, fasting and preparation for the coming of Easter. It is a time of self-
examination and reflection. 
 
It begins this year on Ash Wednesday, February 14, extends throughout 
March, and concludes on Holy Saturday, March 31.  During this forty day 
season we are invited to grow spiritually, to deepen our walk with Christ, and 
to reflect on Jesus’ response to the temptations he faced during his forty 
days in the desert.  
  
 -a Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, here at the church, on  
February 13, from 5:30 to 6:30 PM 
  This is a free meal.  Bring a neighbor or friend.   
  
 - Ash Wednesday Worship – February 14 at 7 PM.  Let us start this 
journey together; acknowledging our current state, and repenting of our 
waywardness, frailties, and selfish ways. 
  
 -Every Wednesday, beginning February 21, we are offering a soup/
sandwich lunch at 12 Noon with a short guided conversation that will have 
you out the door at 1 PM.  Come and eat. Share a free meal and we will offer 
a short video and discussion on our redemption through Jesus, entitled, 
“Restored: Finding Redemption in Our Mess”  This also gives us time to  
reflect on this message during the remainder of our week. 
  

  
 -Every Thursday, we invite you to fast with us for one meal.  This  
is not intended to compromise your health in any way but is a traditional, 
historic discipline for Christians throughout the world.  Instead of feeding 
our faces, we will come together in prayer, wherever we might be to seek 
the presence of God.  Let us be intentional in our actions, and consistent in 
our love of Christ and for one another.  AND we further invite you, as 
good Wesleyans, to  consider bringing the cost of the meal you did not eat 
as an additional special offering for ministry to the poor on our Sunday 
morning worship. 
  
 -These are some of the practices you are encouraged to embrace 
during these forty days, (not including Sundays).  Your faithful participation, 
prayers, and Christ-focused daily living will bring a fresh perspective on your 
walk with our Lord Jesus.  This is a time for ‘self-less-ness’, a season of 
drawing near to the Holy One; and preparing for the victorious celebration 
that because of His faithfulness, will follow. 
 
 This Lenten season, let us choose a straighter path to follow; a daily walk 
that remains focused on our relationship with Jesus, while letting go of 
whatever tries to impinge, impede, or obstruct this life giving, redeeming, 
and sustaining relationship.  Consider that within these practices of prepara-
tion, prayer, and fasting; we might better engage the life He offers...the 
love He shares...and the power He brings.  The time is at hand.  Sisters and 
Brothers, let us prepare together... 
 
Seeking God’s will in all things, 

Pastor Greg 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               NAOMI CIRCLE 
 

     The January meeting of Naomi circle was a great time to get to know more about our 
members.  Devotions by Bonnie DeSalvatore enlightened us about a piece of spiritual  
armor that Susanne Wesley, John and Charles' mother used.  When Susanne's 20+ chil-
dren saw her with her apron over her head they knew she was praying and not to disturb 
her.  What a wonderful witness to her children. 
 

     This was followed by a program on the history and evolution of aprons presented by 
Linda Austin.  Many members shared the importance of aprons to their grandmothers, 
mothers or themselves.  We now know things like Joy's mom sews and sends aprons to 
her, Eila has one tie dyed from Africa that her brother made, and Pam is making adorable 
ones for her granddaughter to wear instead of bibs. 
 

     We enjoyed delicious refreshments provided by Gloria Hamlin.  A brief business 
meeting followed. 
 

     Our next meeting will be February 21st at 2 pm.  Lieutenant Heather Pirvus will be our 
guest speaker.  She and her husband Derick are the new pastors at the Salvation Army. 
Please come join us to find out about their ministry, goals and how we can assist them.  
 

     Naomi Circle is a gathering of all women of the church.  Please come and join the fun. 
Until then keep warm and do something to share our mighty God's love.  
 
Linda Austin and Diane Forsberg - Co-chairs 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 
 

Greetings from UMM !    
 

Fifteen men enjoyed a recent breakfast served up by Nyhl, Jim and Gary Barnes.  
 

The men agreed to participate in two upcoming events.  UMM will prepare and serve 
lunch for one of the six weekly Lenten Programs.  The scheduling for this will be an-
nounced later.  Also UMM will serve breakfast immediately following the Easter Sunrise 
Service on April 1st. 
 

The next Men's breakfast will be Sunday March 18th at 8 am.   
 

Do not forget the Friday morning Bible study at 9am.  This is always a good time for 
sharing.  UMM where all men and boys are welcome.       
 
Blessings,   Alan and Bryan  

TRIPLE L 
 

     Triple L met for lunch at noon, January 18, 2018.  There were thirteen in attendance 
and we had a delicious meal.  After eating, we shared memories of our ‘comfort foods.’  
There were some interesting and different choices!   
 

     We will not meet in February but mark your calendars for our March 15 gathering 
when we will go to Sprague’s Maple Farm, Portville, NY.   
 

     Triple L (Living Longer and Loving It) is open to all folks.  See you there! 

FEBRUARY PRAYER LIST 
 

  1 — Church Volunteers 
  2 — Men’s Bible Study 
  3 — Pastor Greg 
  4 — Pastor’s Family (Bonnie, Anthony& Family, Michael, Emily) 
  5 — Custodian (Mary) 
  6 — Women’s Bible Study 
  7 — Jail Ministry 
  8 — Traditional Music Dir. & Organist (Joy) 
  9 — Church Families                 
10 — Pastor Greg                                 
11 — Pastor’s Family 
12 — Church Team & Admin. Council Members 
13 — Lenten Season Events 
14 — Jail Ministry 
15 — Choir & Praise Team 
16 — Financial Stability for the Church 
17 — Pastor Greg 
18 — Pastor’s Family 
19 — Our Nation’s President & Governing Officials 
20 — Lenten Lunches 
21 — Jail Ministry 
22 — Office Manager (Kim) 
23 — Those Sick, Homebound, Hospitalized 
24 — Pastor Greg 
25 — Pastor’s Family 
26 — Gil’s Hills & Youth for Christ 
27 — AA & NA Participants 
28 — Committed Prayer Warriors 



 

 
 

         

 

 

             NOV ‘17              YTD ‘17 
 

  Operating Budget Income            $  11,504       $ 165,351 
 

  Expenses: 

  Pastor’s Package       $    5,997        $  80,592 

  Other Staff                                 3,684            40,971   

  Maintenance & Supplies            3,053            18,012  

  Teams                      250              4,214   

  Ministry Shares            1,000            14,425*    

  All Other Expenses                   622            11,944   
 

  Total Expenses:                 $  14,606        $170,158 
 

  Income less Expenses                 $   (3,102)            (4,807) 

 
    

             *Includes $1,425 paid towards 2016 Ministry Shares  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

                    DEC ‘17              YTD ‘17 
 

  Operating Budget Income            $  19,120       $ 184,471 
 

  Expenses: 

  Pastor’s Package       $    6,011        $  86,603 

  Other Staff                                 3,684            44,655   

  Maintenance & Supplies            3,110            21,122  

  Teams                      301              4,515   

  Ministry Shares            1,213            15,638*    

  All Other Expenses                   285            12,229   
 

  Total Expenses:                 $  14,606        $184,762 
 

  Income less Expenses                 $    4,516               (291) 

 
    

              *Includes $1,425 paid towards 2016 Ministry Shares  

LIBRARY UPDATE 
 

Another year has passed and another year has been started with January almost gone.  This 
last year was one of the best years for processing many books and prayer bears.  The books 
came in one by one and in boxes.  The prayer bears also came in one by one and fifty or so 
in three to four boxes, all to be processed into the Library.  There were many different se-
lections of fiction, non-fiction and children’s books.  A THANK YOU to all the people who 
donated all the books and prayer bears.  The many different subjects varies very differently.  
There are even funny books that end up giving you a laugh and still have a message. Hope 
everyone will find a great novel to read or something to make you smile. 
 
Reminder:  If anyone would like a Prayer Bear for anyone who is in or has a difficult situa-
tion, is sick, or for medical reason with difficulties can request one from any Tuesday Bible 
Study member, Kim in the office or Sue Browning.  The Prayer Bears are prayed over by 
Bible Study Members.  
 
We invite you all to stop in the WELCOME ROOM either before or after the Church  
Service for a cup of coffee, tea or juice.  There is usually a snack or two to choose from.  If 
on some occasion you would like to bring in a yummy snack it would be welcomed. 
 
Sue Browning 
 
 
 

 
                “God must have sent you to me!” 

 

I was playing the electronic claw machine at the supermarket 
and laughed in delight when the electronic claw finally grabbed 
a cute teddy bear!  A woman who had been watching congratu-
lated me.  “I play that machine every time I come in here, but I 
never win anything!” she sighed.  “Well then, you can keep my 
prize,” I said, handing her the teddy bear.  “I just enjoy playing 
the game.”  She clutched the bear and her eyes filled with tears.  
“I can’t tell you what this means to me,” she whispered.  “I am 
going in for cancer surgery, and I was looking for a sign that 
everything would be all right.  God must have sent you to me.”  
Hearing that made me even happier.  It felt so good to bring 
someone a little hope! 
 

 —Jayne Golden, North Olmsted, OH 



 

 

FOCUS ON PRAYER 

CONVERSE INSTEAD OF TALK 
 

“Be still and know, recognize, and understand that I am God.  I will be exalted among 

the nations!  I will be exalted in the earth.”    Psalm 46:10 

 

A common hindrance to confident praying is the feeling that no one is listening.  We 

feel there is no feedback, no response, not even an occasional “uh-huh.”  When this 

happens, we begin to see prayer as nothing more than ritual.  We have lost sight of 

the truth that God is deeply interested in us and listening intently to every word of our 

prayers.  Prayer is intended to be a spirited interaction between us and a loving Being 

with whom we have an intimate and growing relationship.  We have almost forgotten, 

wrote A.W. Tozer in Pursuit of God, that God is a person and, as such, can be culti-

vated in a relationship as any person can.  When we feel that God is not listening, we 

need to focus on two vital aspects of prayer. 
 

1. Confidence in Listening to God.  Prayer is not merely what we say to God,  

     it is responding thoughtfully to what He has already said and what He is 

     constantly saying to us through His Word.  For this reason, the Bible is an  

     important part of our ongoing conversation with the Lord. 
 

2. Confidence in Responding to God.  Listening to God will lead to actions as 

well as words.  Words are just the beginning.  When we pray, we must be 

ready to take action.  The deeper the prayer goes into the Scripture, into 

the mind of God, the more radical the action may be. 

 

One way to develop conversation with God is to open Scriptures to a psalm or para-

graph from one of the Epistles.  Read it thoughtfully to discover what the text is telling 

you about the thoughts, affections, and values of God.  Ask Him to help you discover 

the interests and desires of His heart.  Then respond conversationally from your own 

heart to what you are hearing.  Be silent and listen to God.  Let your heart be in such 

a state of preparation that His Spirit can speak to you. 
 

When we bow before God with our needs and requests, we think we’re the initiators.  

But all prayer is a response to Him.  He 

comes as we approach through prayer.  

Through the conditions and circumstances 

of our experiences that drive us to Him in 

prayer, He comes.  God is not a placid,  

inert Being.  He is the living God, Who steps 

into our lives with His awesome power and 

changes us as we converse with Him in 

prayer. 

 

Joy Caldwell 

 

Calendar of  Events for Lent 2018 at Wellsville First UMC 
 
 Tuesday, February 13         Pancake Supper           5:30-6:30 PM 

 
 Wednesday, February 14        Ash Wednesday Worship    6:30 PM 

  
 Wednesday Lunches in Lent 12—1 PM each week 
  February 21   12-12:30 PM  Soup/Sandwich 
  February 28   12:30- 1 PM   Video/Lesson 
  March 7 
  March 14 
  March 21 
  March 28 

 
 Sunday, March 18      Seder Meal & Worship shared with  
         Brookside Wesleyan Church            6:00 PM 

 
 Sunday, March 25      Palm/Passion Sunday                         9:45 AM 
  
  
 Thursday, March 29 Maundy Thursday 
     Common Meal & Worship           6:00 PM 

  
 Sunday, April 1  Easter Sunrise Service            6:30 AM 
     Sunrise Breakfast                        7:00 AM 

 
     Worship              9:45 AM 
 
 
 
+++All donations for Lenten & Easter Meals go to fund our Jail Ministry 
needs as we continue to share God’s story of redemptive love found in  
Jesus Christ.+++ 

    



 

Art & Loretta Lovel 14 
Tom & Shelia Smith 14 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Preston Lucas    4 
Nancy Levitt               5 
David Miller               6 
Gloria Hamlin  10 
Lois Miller  14 
Clara Cornell  18 
Gerald Levitt  20 
Diane Forsberg 21 
Mary Zimmerman 24 

Altar Flowers 
 

To order altar flowers, sign up on the flower chart on the bulletin board.  Sign up early to be 
sure you get the Sunday you would like as they fill up fast.  Cost is $15.  Payment of cash or 
check made payable to FUMC prior to your scheduled Sunday.  Drop it in the offering plate 
(specify that it is for altar flowers) or you may bring it to the church office.  Please notify the 
church office one week before your scheduled Sunday if there are specific colors or flowers 
you would like.  You may take your flowers anytime after the 9:45 am service.  Thank you for 
your help to provide beautiful flowers on the altar for our Sunday service. 
 

   
 
 
 

February Altar Flowers are given... 
 

February 4, In Honor of Nancy Levitt’s Birthday 
February 11, In Honor of Gloria Hamlin’s Birthday  

February 18, In Honor of Jerry Levitt’s Birthday 
February 25, In Honor of Diane Forsberg’s Birthday 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

February Greeters 
Beth Farwell & Judy Winslow  

                              

February Counters  
Truett Sweeting & Theresa Brown 

 
 

Giant Register Tapes, Campbell Soup Labels 
& Food Pantry Donations 

 

Please bring in your nonperishable grocery donations for the Salvation Army food pantry on 
the first Sunday of each month; the collection box is located just inside the sanctuary to the 
right.  Giant register tape & Campbell Soup label (UPC barcode only) collection bin is  
located in the Welcome Room.  Thanks for your continued participation! 

Valentine Party 
 

Who:  You!!!  Come alone or... Bring a Friend or... Bring Lots of  

           Friends! 

 

What:  A gathering to hear the great Big Band music once more. 

   Bring an appetizer or a dessert to share.  Beverages and  

   tableware will be provided.  Come to dance, come to listen,  

            or just come to eat some yummy food!  Relax while listening  

            or dancing to the recordings of: Glenn Miller, Benny Goodman, 

            Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey, and others.   

 

Where:  Fellowship Hall, downstairs at the church 

 

When:  Saturday, February 10, from 7 PM to 9 PM. 

   Stay for the whole evening or just stop by for a song or two. 


